
Gogo Esther Tsolo (92) from 

Namahadi in Mafube, Frankfort, 

has had a lifelong wish to leave her 

children and grandchildren a 

legacy of a secure home they can 

be proud of. 

This is a dream she saw her 

mother fulfil when she passed 

away bestowing upon her a home 

which is now over 100 old and still 

standing though understandably 

dilapidated.

She currently lives with her 

grandson and his wife in what used 

to be a six room home. “Two of the 

six rooms no longer work because 

they have huge cracks and might 

cave in at any point,” explained 

Kgotsofalo, the grandson. He 

further explained that the roof 

leaked when it rained which 

causes them great distress. 

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS

CHANGING LIVES FOR THE BETTER THORUGH OPERATION HLASELA; LEAVING A LASTING LEGACY…



The over 100 years old house… bequeathed 

upon gogo Tsolo (92) by her late mother.



Two of the six 

rooms are no 

longer in use due 

the degree of 

damage decades of 

natural decaying, 

various weather 

conditions and 

other factors have 

caused the house 

which is over a 

century old.



Work began in earnest to restore the Tsolo family as part of Operation Hlasela which took place on Saturday 11 

August 2018. The contractor, a young businesswoman and her team, were hard at work [ON WOMAN’S DAY] 

digging to ensure that the foundation is laid for the home which will house Gogo Tsolo’s descendants for 

generations to come.  “We are delighted to finally witness the process which will help us to move from a house 

that is close to collapse into a warm home that is safe and secure. It is a wonderful feeling,” said Kgotsofalo.



WHEN NATURAL DISASTERS STRIKE AND TAKE AWAY THE ROOF OVER YOUR HEAD…

The year 2010 was a joyous time for the Mokoena 

family from Mafube in Frankfort. They were handed 

the keys to their home and for the first time they knew 

security, and comfort brought through owning a 

home. 

The joy was taken away suddenly in 2014 when their 

roof was blown away by strong winds leaving them 

stranded and with no choice but to return to the 

dreaded shack they once called home.

“It was the worst time of our lives because I am an 

orphan taking care of my late sister’s two children 

and my own children,” explained Maria Mokoena. 

The day before Operation Hlasela took place Maria 

watched as her beloved home was toppled to the 

ground. “It was a bitter sweet feeling seeing the home 

disappear but sweet because I know soon we will 

have the comfort we once knew when the house is 

rebuilt,” she said.



YEARNING FOR A PLACE CALLED HOME…

A partially deaf [hard of hearing] 

Mantombi Mosia from Mafube, Frankfort 

was orphaned at an early age and has 

since been taking care of herself, her 

child and her late sister’s two children, 

one of who has two children of her own. 

Circumstances haven’t been easy for 

the family as they found themselves 

homeless at one point which led them 

to squat in Ward 7 where good 

Samaritans and officials from the 

municipality assisted with corrugated 

iron sheets as well as other supplies 

necessary for survival.

“We don’t know what it feels like to have 

a home. We have been struggling and 

when bad weather comes we live in fear 

because the shack has been blown 

away before.” she explained. Mantombi

expressed joy at the thought of a home 

being built for their family by the 

Department of Human Settlements. “I 

still cant believe it is true. I am happy 

because now we will rest easily 

knowing we have a home,” she said.



Hundreds of people from Mafube, 

Frankfort gathered at  Falesizwe

Secondary School where the main 

activities for Operation Hlasela took 

place on 11 August 2018. 

The initiative was sparked by the 

Premier’s concern regarding rife 

illegal dumping in the area which is 

not only a threat to the environment 

but the economy of the struggling 

municipality which currently under 

Section 139 of the Constitution. 

The distress in the municipality has 

escalated to a point where  basic 

services like waste collection have 

come to a complete standstill. 

The Department of Human 

Settlements together with the sister 

Department of Public Works and 

Infrastructure, other department in 

the province  and the local 

municipality of Mafube pooled 

together to land a hand in ensuring 

a cleaner Namahadi township and 
cleared the landfill area in Frankfort.



The Human Settlements Mobile Offices were also

part of the intergovernmental initiative to take

services to the people. Long queues snaked to

the truck where community members sought

assistance with issues concerning housing.

Piles of landfills were 

also cleared to ensure 

a cleaner Mafube as 

part of the cleaning 

campaign initiated by 

Premier SH Ntombela

Frankfort, Mafube, was left abuzz with word of government changing lives for the better. Title deeds were issued, food 

parcels, medical consultation, a walk in the morning and talking to government’s highest authority, Executive Council and the

Premier, were all part of the talk of the town.


